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called their colony Ch&ladeia^ which word through corrupted
pronunciation, came to be known as Chaidea-, i.e.% the land
of the Choias. This land was the "Shinar" land of the
Semites, and the Babylonia of the Greeks.
Chaidea or Babylonia is a wide plain of rich brown soil,
about a hundred miles above the mouth, where the two rivers,
the Tigris and the Euphrates, approach most nearly, and the
banks touch the so-called Median wall. It seems that the
new colonists first settled down in the land of Makan, the
district of the mouth of the two rivers, and were known to
the early inhabitants as Sumerians, because the tract of land
was called Sumer with its capital Ur. The colonists, however,,
called their settlement Chaidea, and hence were also known
by the name of Chaldees or Chaldeans,
" The most ancient population of this country," says a
writer in the Historian^ History of the World (Vol. I, p. 341),
" formed several closely related races which had no connec-
tion with the other nations of Western Asia; but, in the course
of historical evolution, they lost their language and nationality,
and were submerged in the neighbouring races."
" It is coming to be a common agreement among Assyrio-
logists,IJ he continues, " that the original peoples of Babylon
were of a race that was not Semitic. Just what it was, these
scholars are not yet prepared to say; although the inclina-
tion of belief is that it was an Indo-European race and most
probably of the Turanian family. An attempt has recently
been made to connect the aborigines with the Urgo-Finnish
branch of the Ural-Altaic family, but with what success it is
still too soon to say. But whatever these peoples the
Sumerians may have been, they occupied the land of Baby-
lonia until dislodged by a great wave of Semitic migration.111
u That the Sumerians, like the Semites, were not an autoch-
thonous race in Babylonia follows from the condition of the soil
which had to be rendered fit for agriculture, and indeed, for
1    Hist, Hist, of the World, Vol. I, p. 342.